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17 January 2012 

 

Keynes Country Park 

 

I am writing with some information you may find of interest about Keynes Country Park which came come to 

light following the dismissal of the former Chief Executive of the Cotswold Water Park Society. 

 

As you are probably aware, the country park is owned by Gloucestershire County Council and was sublet by 

the Cotswold Water Park Society in 2007 to Watermark Investment Leisure Developments Ltd (WILD).  

 

The agreement was negotiated by the former Chief Executive of the Society, Dennis Grant, who was jailed for 

four years and four months last July for defrauding the organisation of £660,000. 

 

Under the terms of that agreement, WILD agreed to pay £70,000pa to run the park, which includes a beach 

and public facilities, and a further £70,000pa for ranger services to maintain the park.  

 

Since the arrest of Mr Grant in 2010, the staff and new trustees of the Cotswold Water Park Trust have spent 

many months examining the paperwork he left behind to ensure that the charity’s affairs are in good order. 

 

In that process, it has emerged that the agreement surrounding Keynes Country Park included clauses which 

implied that the surrounding land might be developed for housing with the co-operation of the Cotswold 

Water Park Society. 

 

The agreement said the charity would pass on to Watermark certain leases it might acquire for land adjoining 

Keynes Country Park. The charity would also receive commission if that adjoining land controlled by the 

charity were developed for property.  

 

The purpose of this letter is to reassure Water Park residents and everyone associated with the Cotswold 

Water Park Trust that Grant’s proposals for the charity to get involved in property development on land 

adjoining Keynes Country Park could not and will not go ahead. 

 



 

The Trust does not have any control over the adjoining land which belongs to four private landowners. We do 

not intend to take a lease of any part of the surrounding land, if in doing so, it would trigger a sublet to a third 

party.  

 

Since the full details of the Keynes Country Park agreement came to light, we have spoken to all four 

landowners to make sure they are aware of the potential implications.  From their reactions we came to the 

conclusion that this is the first time that they had heard of this matter. 

 

As you may know, the current situation is that the original sub-letting deal between the Cotswold Water Park 

Society and Watermark collapsed last year. Watermark is exercising its right to maintain control of Keynes 

Country Park rent-free for up to six years.  

 

As much as we would like to regain control of Keynes Country Park, WILD has every right to stay put. We 

should, however, like to bring this arrangement to a mutually satisfactory conclusion in due course and are 

maintaining a healthy dialogue with the company. 

 

The new Cotswold Water Park Trustees wish to give an assurance that the aim is for Keynes Country Park to 

continue to be run and maintained for the benefit of the community, complete with its beach and public 

footpaths. 

 

We are confident that the charity’s affairs are now in good order. We remain determined to keep you 

informed on any further developments at Keynes Country Park, and should like to thank all those who have 

supported us through this difficult period.   

 

We hope you find this letter self-explanatory. If, however, you would like to know more about the above 

matter, please feel free to contact me or any other of the trustees. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Matthew Millett 

Managing Director  

 

Cotswold Water Park Trust 

 

 

 


